
 

 

 

 
 

DMTF Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy Statement 

DMTF develops open standards with a commitment to transparency and fairness in the handling of 

intellectual property rights. This IPR Policy ensures that contributions are made on clear terms and that 

implementers of DMTF standards have access to the necessary rights. 

Contributors to DMTF standards are expected to disclose any patents of which they are aware that may 

be essential to the implementation of their submissions. Although no patent search is required, 

contributors are encouraged to indicate whether their organization has a licensing policy or has 

performed an informal search.  

By submitting material to DMTF, contributors grant the organization a perpetual, non-exclusive, 

royalty-free, non-cancellable worldwide license under their copyright, whether owned personally, by an 

employer, or another entity. This license allows DMTF to publish, reproduce, adapt, sublicense, and 

distribute the contribution under the organization’s standard licensing terms. Should the contribution be 

used in any DMTF activity, you hereby grant a right and license of the same scope to DMTF to create 

and distribute derivative works based on, or incorporating all or any part of, the contribution. You 

agree that such DMTF derivative works shall be solely owned by the DMTF. If a submission includes 

copyrighted material owned by a third party, a signed license grant from the copyright holder must 

accompany the contribution.  

Solicitations for essential patents are sent to all members prior to the release of all DMTF standards. 

The DMTF IP solicitation period closes 30 days after the notification is sent. If no claims of essential 

patent rights are received by DMTF Admin upon the expiration of the IP solicitation period, the 

document or source code will then be published. If claims of essential patent rights are received, then 

DMTF Admin will halt publication and inform the Technical Committee which then follows the steps 

as defined in the DMTF Patent and Technology Policy (DMTF Patent and Technology Policy). No 

publication is permitted until all steps have been completed. 

DMTF maintains a public record of patent disclosures relevant to its standards. This information is 

published on the DMTF website to assist implementers, though DMTF does not assess the validity, 

scope, or essentiality of any disclosure. Licensing negotiations remain a commercial matter between 

the rights holder and the implementer; DMTF does not participate in or arbitrate such discussions. 

Through this policy, DMTF seeks to ensure that its standards can be implemented on fair, reasonable, 

and non-discriminatory (RAND) terms, and that the rights of both contributors and implementers are 

respected. Further details, including current disclosures and related procedures, are available at 

https://www.dmtf.org/about and https://www.dmtf.org/about/policies/disclosures. 
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