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Resource Catalog Format Working Group
Dated 16/07/2008

The information provided below is subject to change and
reflects the current knowledge of the working group.

Management Problem(s) and Environment

The use by the management industry of Web services-based protocols to access resource
management information has created a need for a standardized catalog from which to find what
management information could be present at a management web service and how to address
that endpoint. The catalog needs to be accessible using web service protocols. The work of this
group addresses the problem of an XML-based data format for catalogs.

Working Group Charter

The objective of this working group is to produce an XML specification (XML Schema) that
defines the structure of a resource catalog. A resource catalog will contain relevant management
information regarding managed resources. The catalog will accommodate the description,
organization and classification of managed resources, allowing a variety of possible models. The
catalog will identify the protocols used for accessing the resources but will not specify the
protocols used to access the catalog.

The specification, Resource Catalog, produced by this group shall be based on the WS-
ResourceCatalog specification, which has been submitted to the DMTF as a proposal for DMTF
Standardization. The scope of the working group's work is to refine and finalize the Input
Document.

Goals Clarification
The Resource Catalog Format Working Group is chartered to address the following issues in
defmmg the XML structure of the Resource Catalog:
The representation of management information regarding CIM resources, specifically
CIM classes, available at a manageability access point (MAP)
The representation of management information regarding managed resources that is
deemed critical to fulfilling the requirements of existing Web-service management
protocols, e.g., WSDM and WS-Management.

Non-Requirements
The following requirements are out of scope for this working group:

a) network discovery of an initial catalog address
b) access protocols for retrieving the catalog or portions thereof

c) security model for access to the catalog or portions thereof

Requirements
The Resource Catalog Format standard must:
* provide an XML Schema for XML documents for describing management resources and

their associated metadata. A conformant document, called a resource catalog, will
support organizing and classifying these resources.
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* support a variety of Web services management protocols to register, discover, access,
and query the relevant types of information about the cataloged management resource.

* support advertising resources that use a variety of models, e.g. CIM or TeleManagement
Forum’s SID mapping.

*  While one of the goals of the working group is to provide a solution for CIM resources,
this solution must not be limited to CIM resources. Binding specifications can be authored
by other groups interested in providing a mapping for a specific non-CIM model type to
the catalog.

The RescourceCatalog Format will not:

» restrict the set of Web and Web service based protocols that can be used to access the
catalog for registration and discovery

* restrict the set of protocols that can be used to access resources advertised in the
catalog.

Alliance and Working Group Partnerships

This group will coordinate with other Alliance Partners as needed.

Reliance/Coordination with Other Working Groups
This group will coordinate internally with other DMTF working groups as
needed.

Technical Redesign

Other contributions and changes to the input documents will be accepted for consideration
without any prejudice or restrictions and evaluated based on technical merit in so far as they
conform to this charter. DMTF members with extensive experience and knowledge in these areas
are particularly invited to participate.

Prior Work

WS-ResourceCatalog specification, submitted to the DMTF as a proposal for DMTF
Standardization.

Current Work — Deliverables
Resource Catalog Format Specifications that meet the scope and requirements defined above.

Specification mapping how the WS-ResourceCatalog can be bound to the CIM Model. This work
will be prioritized to address the immediate needs of other DMTF WGs first.

The deliverables may be presented in one or more documents.

Please see the Catalog WG web page (http://www.dmtf.org/apps/org/workgroup/catalog/) for
current specification drafts, milestones and timelines.

DMTF Contacts

Contact chairs: catalog-chair@dmtf.org

To join the DMTF and/or its WGs, see http://www.dmtf.org/join/
and http://www.dmtf.org/apps/org/workgroup/catalog/




